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authority of section 6103. See also 26 U.S.C. § 7213(a)(2) (providing a penalty for the
unauthorized disclosure of return information only when it is obtained from the Internal
Revenue Service under a subsection of section 6103). The department did not obtain the
identification numbers at issue from the Internal Revenue Service under the authonty of
section 6103; rather, we understand that insurance company representatives wrote the
numbers on forms the companies filed with the department pursuant to V.T.C.S. article
8308, section 18a. We therefore conclude that section 6103 of title 26 of the United
States Code does not deem the federal tax identification numbers on the department forms
confidential. Thus, under the Open Records Act, you must release the numbers.

Because case law and prior published open records decisions resolve your request,
we are resolving this matter with this informal letter ruling rather than with a published
open records decision. If you have questions about this ruling, please refer to OR93-068.

Yours very truly,

Assistant Attorney General
Opinion Committee
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